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SUBJECT: METHODS EMPLOYED BY JAPANESE FIRM TO WIN TENDER FOR TRUCKS 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA A-73, 6/7/76 
B. TOKYO A-33, 2/6/76 

1 . WHEN QUERIED BY EMBASSY, OFFICIALS OF EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF JAPAN 
INDICATED THAT THEIR ORGANIZATION WAS NOT PROVIDING ANY CREDITS TO 
HELP FINANCE THE SALE OF NISSAN TRUCKS TO ETHIOPIAN ROAD 
ADMINISTRATION INVOLVED IN TENDER DESCRIBED REFTEL. THIS WAS ALSO 
CONFIRMED BY OFFICIALS OF NISSAN AND MARUBENI. EMBASSY IS NOT 
AWARE OF ANY OTHER JAPANESE GOVERNMENT EXPORT SUPPORT PROGRAM THAT 
COULD HAVE BEEN USED TO ASSIST NISSAN IN LOWERING ITS SALE PRICE, 

EXCEPT PERHAPS EXPORT INSURANCE SYSTEMS SIMILAR TO THOSE AVAILABLE 
TO AMERICAN FIRMS IN U.S. 

2. IN EMBASSY'S VIEW, BOTH NISSAN AND MARUBENI MAY HAVE BEEN 
WILLING TO SHAVE THEIR PROFIT SIGNIFICANTLY, OR EVEN FOREGO PROFIT, 

ON THIS SALE JUST TO GET NISSAN TRUCKS INTRODUCED INTO THE 
ETHIOPIAN MARKET FOR FIRST TIME. REF. B. IN WHICH EMBASSY 
ATTEMPTED TO ANALYZE WHY SOME JAPANESE FIRMS ARE ABLE TO UNDERBID 
U.S. AND OTHER FOREIGN COMPETITORS IN MAJOR PROJECTS BY 
SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGES IS BEING POUCHED TO ADDIS ABABA. 
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